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March 19, 2002

chognizing the 2002 (C onservation Stewards for their outstanding
contributions to saving Alachua Countg‘s Great Places

A retired physician, a community activist, and a
software company CEO are three local citizens
being honored at the third annual Conservation
Stewards Awards. Alachua Conservation Trust
(ACT) each year recognizes Conservation Stewards
who protect Alachua County’s natural and cultural
resources. “None of our success would be
possible without the visionary leadership in the
community,” said ACT President Michael Castine.
“For that reason, ACT recognizes conservation
stewards who help protect our great places.” This
year’s keynote speaker, Alachua County
Commission Chair Robert “Hutch” Hutchinson,
will provide a visually inspiring retrospective on
land acquisition efforts in our area over the ages,
and will share some thoughts on the work left to
be done. Tonight’s honorees include:

2002 Comemzlzm Au/ard recipients, from left,
Mickey Singer, Kathy Cantwell, and NKwanda Jah

Dr. Kathy Cantwell, M.D. (To Be Introduced by Doris Bardon)

A retired physician, Dr. Kathy Cantwell has fully dedicated herself to protecting the air, water and
land of our area. Kathy is currently in her second term as Chair of the Suwannee-St. Johns Group
of the Sierra Club, and is a Member of the Board of Women for Wise Growth. She served as a
member of the County’s Air Quality Commission. Kathy also was Chair of the Clean Air and
Water Political Action Committee, which successfully advocated for passage of ballot measures to
protect against pollution. She is now an active member of the Alachua County Land Conservation
Board, the citizen’s panel charged with recommending lands for public purchase under the
Alachua County Forever program. In 2000 Dr. Cantwell was awarded the Florida Chapter of the
Sierra Club's "Panther Award" for her conservation work.

Ms. NKwanda Jah (To Be Introduced by Dr. Anthony Greene)

NKwanda Jah has committed herself to providing African American children and teenagers with
the opportunity to learn about pollution and cherish the natural environment. As Founder and
Director of the Cultural Arts Coalition, Ms. Jah has conceived and implemented successful
programs such as the Environmental Ambassadors, Gitl Power, and the Fifth Avenue Arts
Festival. NKwanda has given of her time as a member of citizen advisory groups including the
Northeast Park Task Force, the Public Recreation Board, and numerous other community efforts.
She has been lauded for her outstanding contributions by the Library of Congress, the Gainesville
Sun, and numerous other organizations. Ms. Jah's years of environmental work with teens was
recognized by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's Environmental Justice Through
Pollution Prevention Program in 2000. The EPA's support provided environmental education
and work opportunities for over 20 African American teenagers.

Mr. Mickey Singer (Mac McCarty to Accept the Award)
Mickey Singer is perhaps best known to Alachua County residents as the Founder and CEO of

Medical Manager and the donor of the Harn Museum's Champ d'avione (Oat Fields), a painting by
19th-century French impressionist master Claude Monet. However, Mr. Singer also has built an
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2002 Conscr\/a’cion Stewarcls (continued from page 1)

impressive record as a great supporter of numerous conservation causes. In 2000 Mickey personally pledged a substantial match
to enable pursuit of Blues Creek Ravine through the Florida Communities Trust, which was crucial in its pending acquisition by
Alachua Conservation Trust. As founder and director of The Temple of the Universe, Mr. Singer helps others to find their own
deep connection to the wotld around them. Through the efforts of the newly formed Santa Fe Land Trust, the Temple's 100
acres of land may form part of a wildlife corridor between San Felasco State Preserve and the Santa Fe River.

Robert “Hutch” Hutchinson - Keynote Speaker (To be Introduced by Bruce Delaney)

This year’s keynote speaker, Alachua County Commission Chair Robert “Hutch” Hutchinson, is among a handful of individuals
most responsible for saving tens of thousands of acres around Paynes Prairie, the Hogtown Creek Greenway, Newnan's Lake, San
Felasco Hammock, Watermelon Pond, and many other corners of our County. Hutch served as the founding Executive Director
of ACT and was the prime motivator for Alachua County Forever. He was named a Conservation Steward in 2001.

(Conservation Stewards of 2001 & 2000

2001 Conservation Eimrd&, 77:0772 /ef ]30& M, 0;, Arthur and
Phyllis Saarinen, Robert Hutchinson, and Gladys Cofrin.
TOHN MORANY/ The Gainesville Sun.

Gladys Cofrin
Ms. Cofrin has been a major volunteer and contributor toward
saving land in Alachua County, statewide, and nationally. Gladys
is active in many environmental organizations and was a leading
advocate for Alachua County Forever, opening her home and
heart to saving our heritage for future generations.

Robert “Hutch” Hutchinson
Robert Hutchinson has made numerous community-building
contributions in addition to his land conservation successes (see
above). He is a past Executive Director of Gainesville’s
Community Redevelopment Agency, and chairs the committee to
restore the Depot Avenue brownfield to a stormwater park.

David “Mo” Motris
David Mottis, know to all who cherish him as “Mo,” is the
dedicated protector of Watermelon Pond. Mo has been the
keeper of the lake and a tireless advocate for acquisition efforts
surrounding Watermelon Pond. Mo embodies the passion that
can exist between a place and its people.

Phyllis and Arthur Saarinen
Phyllis and Arthur Saarinen have donated countless hours of
professional time to a wide variety of conservation causes in
Alachua County and beyond. In 1999 Arthur and Phyllis donated
the 80 acre Saarinen Preserve to ACT, thereby ensuring perpetual
protection. Arthur is a dedicated board member of ACT.

2000 Conservation Stewards, from left, Alfred A. Ring,
Courtland Collier, Doris Bardon, and John Mahon.
JON M. FLLETCHER/ The Gainesville Sun.

Doris Bardon
Doris Bardon’s list of civic accomplishments is long and diverse.
Doris has spearheaded many environmental initiatives and is a
tireless advocate for the arts. Most recently, Doris directed her
efforts into establishing Women for Wise Growth.

Courtland Collier
Former Mayor-Commissioner of Gainesville with 18 years of
service in office, Courtland Collier pioneered efforts to acquire 22
parcels of land in and around Gainesville from 1967 to 1994.
These parcels include land surrounding Bivens Arm, Hogtown
Creek, Paynes Prairie, and many other special places.

John Mahon
John Mahon is one of the foremost historians of the Seminole
wats, which raged in Florida in the early 19t century. Mr. Mahon
is a long-standing board member of ACT, who has supported
numerous land acquisitions. He has also been a member of the
local Sierra Club and Audubon Society for over 30 years.

Alfred A. Ring
Alfred A. Ring is known nationally for his real estate textbook,
which is the second-oldest textbook in continuous publication.
Locally, Dr. Ring is also known for his many charitable
contributions and for his donation of the Alfred A. Ring Park and
the Emily Ring Wildflower Garden. He was also a founding board
member of the Alachua Conservation Trust.




ACT gets another one: Blues Creck Ravine and ]:ox Fond

On November 30, 2001, Alachua Conservation Trust became one of the first four
non-profit organizations in the state of Florida to ever receive a land acquisition
grant from the Florida Communities Trust (FCT). Alachua Conservation Trust
was awarded $2.88 million to purchase Blues Creek Ravine and Fox Pond,
adjacent to San Felasco Hammock State Preserve. The property is a critical
ecological connection between San Felasco and other natural areas, and contains
breathtaking ravines, wetlands, endangered species, and mixed hardwood forests.
The remains of the Spanish Mission of San Francisco de Potano, established in
1607, are thought to exist on the site.

The project was undertaken in partnership with the Trust for Public Land, with
the permission of the property owners, Mildred Bryant and family. Bruce
DeLaney of the University of Florida Foundation worked with UF’s Institute of
Food and Agricultural Sciences (IFAS) to secure a transfer of approximately 70
acres to the Florida Department of Environmental Protection to connect the 80
acre Fox Pond piece to the 160 acre Blues Creek Ravine.

The Florida Communities Trust is a program funded by Florida Forever

(previously Preservation 2000), a statewide bond program to buy environmental _u_f__,-"" S :
and recreational lands. This was the first grant cycle in FCT’s 12-year history to Blues Creek Ravine at a Surficial Spring Seep

allow non-profit agencies to compete for these funds to develop public parks. In JEFF RIPPLE
February 2002 the Alachua County Commission voted to include the project in

the first acquisition list for Alachua County Forever. It is expected that the land

will be purchased with the FCT grant, and developed and maintained using County funds.

This is an outstanding example of a partnership between a non-profit agency, local government, and state government. Senator
Rod Smith spoke before the FCT board to support the grant. Generous assistance in developing the application was provided by
Peter and Catlotta NeSmith, Tony Malone, Michael Drummond, Ramesh Buch, Anne Barkdoll, Dan Pearson, Robert Hutchinson
and others. But it was ACT’s public support that made the project possible. “We could not have completed this work without
the funding provided by our generous donors. If you’ve ever donated funds to ACT, you made this victory possible,” said Pegeen
Hanrahan, ACT’s Executive Director, who prepared the grant application. As the grant covers only the direct costs of acquisition
and not our staff time or overhead for completing the transaction, your help is still critically needed to see this project through!

What Does T he Alachua Conservation | rust Do?

Alachua Conservation Trust (ACT) is a local, nonprofit land trust. Its goal is to protect natural areas and historical and
archaeological sites in Alachua County for the benefit of present and future residents. ACT works with landowners to preserve
the natural qualities of their land while reducing their tax liability. Since its incorporation in 1988, ACT has facilitated over 10,000
acres of public land purchases and private conservation easements. A few of our accomplishments are listed below.

ACT would like to extend a

sPecia| thanks to volunteers Gracg

Paynes Prairie CARL Additions (over 2,460 acres)

Hogtown Creek Greenway FCT Grant (over 900 acres) C astine, Doug Hormbeck,
Newnan’s Lake - Gumroot Swamp SJRWMD Purchases (over 720 acres) Robert Hutchinson, Tony
Prairie Creek SJRWMD Purchases (over 230 acres) Malone, and Arthur Saarinen.
Historic Haile Homestead (acquisition, building restoration and site work) Their assistance was crucial in

San Felasco Hammock Expansion (over 880 acres) Plammg and implemcntmg this

Watermelon Pond CARL Proposal (over 4,800 acres)

event.

Thanks also to musical guests
Suwannee River Water Management District Small Parcel Acquisitions (over 1,000 acres) The Weeds of F den and

The Saarinen Preserve (80 acres) Confetti of the Sweet Adelines.




Table SPonsors for the 2002 Conser\/ation Stewards Awarcls

Kathy Cantwell, M.D.
Water & Air Research, Inc.

Medical Manager Research & Development, Inc.

Silent Auction Donors for the 2001 & 2002 (Conservation Stewards Awards

Lars Anderson, Adventure Outpost
David Arrighi, Thornebrook Gallery
Doris Bardon

Fleanor Blair, Eleanor Blair Studios
Riley Blitch, Jr., Garden Gate Nursery

Maura Brady, LMT

Bill Bryson

Iris Burke

David Castine, Salon LaDiDa
Edward Cushman, Great Outdoots
Donna Duckworth, Balmullo Farm
Joni Ellis, Wild Florida Adventures

Nancye Henkle-McPeck, Balanced Body Pilates

Kevin Holler, Brasington's Adventure Outfitters

Robert Hutchinson and Meg Niederhofer
Wayne Jamieson

Dale Leander, Dale’s in the Sun Center
Allison LeBaron

Shaun McCarthy

Shaine McDonald

Oscar Molina

John Moran and Harold’s Fine Frames

Nancy & Dave Newport
Lisa Patterson, LMT

Tony Porter, Porter’s on the Avenue
Jeff and Renee Ripple

Steven and Julie Robitaille

Dan Rountree, Micajah Arts

Tom Ryder, Goerings Bookstore
Phyllis Saatinen

Chuck Sapp, High Springs Gallery
Patricia Starnes, Split Oak Stables
Margaret Ross Tolbert

Jean Tyson, Tyson Trading Company
Tammy Vesper, The Strand

John Winn

2000 & 2001 (Contributors to Alachua (C onservation | rust

Thanks to all who helped make 2000 & 2001 successful for ACT by donating funds or goods for our garage sale.
This list represents only those donors who gave permission to use their names as supporters of ACT. Volunteers are marked (¥).

Contributions less than §100
Peter Alcorn

Joe and Marcia Aufmuth
Damon Allen and Melanie Barr
Doris Bardon*

Anne Barkdoll*

Sherri Boyd

David Bruderly

Onsi Bruin

Maureen Clancy

Gib Coerper I1

Peter Colverson

Phil Denton

Casey and Pamela Fitzgerald
Chuck Floyd

JT Frankenberger

Gaineville Newcomers Club
Allison Gerencser

Michael Gianikas

David Glennon and Brenda Bayne
Brian Goring

Michelle Grauer

Kiristina Jackson and Colin Whitworth*
Freddie Johnson

Alison Law

Tony Malone*

David and Rebecca Micha

Sue Mullins — The Nature Conservancy
Jessica Noggle

H.T. Odum

Dave O'Keefe*

David Pais

Robert Pearce

Peter Polshek and Nina Hofer
Elizabeth Pooley

Randall and Connie Reid

Bill Richards

Dr. Alfred A. Ring*

Renee and Jeff Ripple*

David and Tamara Robbins
Debra Segal

Busy Shires*

Billie and Frank Staff

Willy and Kelly The Losen

Bev Thomas

Mark Thomas

Ewen Thomson and Nancy Lasseter
Nadine Trahan

Sandra Vardaman

Stuart Wegener

Jeanne Weismantel

David and Dinah Welch
Dianne and Karen Whitney
Susan Wright

Pam Zaber

Contributions Between $100 &> $250

Joan and Dwight Adams
Tom Ankerson and Tina Gurucharri
James Bosworth and Diane Charette

Harvey Budd and Ilene Silverman-Budd
Butler Enterprises
Patrick Carmichael, M.D.

Mike* and Gracy Castine*

Ralph Cellon
David Coffey*

Will and Joni Ellis

Erik Esselstyn

Jimmy and Mary Feiber

Nat Frazer

Sam and Debbie Goforth

Doria Gordon and Dwight DeVane

Brad Guy and Lauri Truilzi

Pegeen, Robert and Mary Ellen Hanrahan*

Jack and Marjorie Hauptman
James and Carol Higman

Marilyn and Ed Hutchinson
Renato Inserra and Julia Meredith

John James*

Lucian and Suzanne Kraigel
Gladys and Warren Lane

Murray Laurie

Perry and Noel McGriff

Ken and Linda McGurn

John McPherson* and Melissa Murphy
Gary and Nancy Meffe

David Menet* and Amanda Bliss
Martha Morris

Peter NeSmith* and Laura Namm*
Dave and Nancy Newport
Warren* and Winnie Nielsen*
David Ostroff and Arnall Downs
Molly and Dan Pearson*

Chatlie Pederesen

David Pokorney

Dan Rountree and Jude Dawson
Barry Rutenberg

Carol and James Sarisky

Harry and Eugenia Schatf
Harold and P.K. Snellen

Mark Stowe

Lu Anne Wilson*

Janet Wootten*

Contributions Between $250 & 8500
Gladys Cofrin*

Bruce Delaney* and Iris Burke

Sally and Josh Dickinson III

Richard Hamann*

Doug Hornbeck* and Sue Mauk

John Mahon*

Meg Niederhofer* and Robert Hutchinson*
Oak Hall School Environmental Club
Arthur* and Phyllis Saarinen*
Contributions over 1,000

Michael Drummond*

Jelks Family Foundation, Inc.- Howard Jelks*
Land Trust Alliance

Winn Foundation Trust - John Winn*
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