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Rccognizing the 200% (Conservation Stewards for their outstanding
contributions to saving Alachua Countg's Great Places

A much missed world-renowned ecologist, a nature photographer who recently retired from the
Gainesville Sun and a field researcher/forester are three cherished conservationists being honored
at the fourth annual Conservation Stewards Awards. This year’s keynote speaker, Mr. Al Burt, will
give a stunning presentation on Florida’s past, present, and future. The honorees include:

The Late Howard T. Odum, PhD. (Special Presentation by Joseph J. Delfino, PhD.)

Howard Thomas “H.T.” Odum (1924-2002) was a University of Florida graduate research
professor emeritus in the Department of Environmental Engineering Sciences. He founded the
tields of ecological economics and ecological engineering. In 1987, Dr. Odum and his brother
Eugene received the Crafoord Prize — the equivalent of the Nobel Prize in ecological sciences —
from the Royal Swedish Academy. During his six-decade career he pioneered ecosystems research
and helped integrate ecology and economics. In the 1960’s he developed the concepts for using
natural systems for wastewater treatment. His “South Florida Study” included many of the
Everglades restoration alternatives that are currently underway. Dr. Odum’s research was at the
center of many crossroads in Florida’s environmental history, including the Cross-Florida Barge
Canal and the Fenholloway River management plans. He started the Center for Wetlands and the
Center for Environmental Policy at UF. A central idea throughout his research was that natural and
human systems must be considered together for mutual benefit. Dr. Odum wrote more that 300
scientific papers and authored 15 books. His most recent book, “A Prosperous Way Down,” was
co-written with his wife, Elisabeth C. Odum. It discusses society’s plan to maintain a prosperous
future as supplies of fossil fuels decrease. Dr. Odum influenced thousands of students worldwide
and continues to do so through his numerous publications and those he inspired.

Mzt. John Moran (Introduced by Robert “Hutch” Hutchinson)
Following a 23-year career as a photographer, writer and editor for The Gainesville Sun, John
Moran left the world of daily journalism in 2003 to photograph the best of dwindling natural
Florida full time. A University of Florida journalism graduate, Moran’s photography has appeated
in numerous books and magazines, including National Geographic, Life, Time, Newsweek,
Smithsonian, Outside, Sierra, The New York Times Magazine and on the cover of the National
Audubon Society Field Guide to Florida. On photographing natural Florida, Moran says, “Truly a
universal language, photography can help us better understand and appreciate the many gifts of
nature bestowed upon this great state we call home.”

M:t. Bob Simons (Introduced by Michael Drummond)
Since his arrival in Florida over 50 years ago, Bob Simons has been instrumental in land
conservation in North Central Florida. A graduate of the University of Florida School of Forestry,
Mz. Simons is largely responsible for the field work and write-up of the 1987 and 1996 KBN
reports, which catalogued and ranked the natural communities in Alachua County. They currently
play an instrumental role in the Alachua County Forever land acquisition program. Mr. Simons is a
current member of the Alachua County Land Conservation Board.

Dr. Odum, Mr. Moran and Mr. Simons follow a distinguished list of past Conservation Stewards
which includes: Dortis Bardon (2000), Courtland Collier (2000), John Mahon (2000),

Alfred A. Ring (2000), Gladys Cofrin (2001), Robert “Hutch” Hutchinson (2001), David “Mo”
Morttis (2001), Phyllis & Arthur Saarinen (2001), Dr. Kathy Cantwell (2002), NKwanda Jah (2002)
and Mickey Singer (2002).
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Keynotc Spcalcer: AI Burt

A reporter for the Miami Herald from 1955-1995 and a resident of Melrose since 1974, Al Burt has seen the Florida of his youth
transformed into something altogether different. The award winning journalist and author will weave together Florida’s past,
present and future is a stunning presentation on where we have been and where we are going. His books include .4/ Burt’s Florida:
Snowbirds, Sand Castles, and Self-Rising Crackers (1997), Florida: A Place in the Sun (1974) and Becalmed in the Mullet Latitudes
(1984). In his honor, 1,000 Friends of Florida created the annual Al Burt Award for Florida journalism.

More than 600 acres in Conser\/ation for 2002!

The year 2002 was an exciting one for Alachua Conservation Trust (ACT).
Following the success of last year’s Conservation Stewards Awards, ACT
continued to move forward with the acquisition of Blues Creek Ravine, in
partnership with the Trust for Public Land and Alachua County. On December
7t ACT and the Trust for Public LLand hosted Breakfast at Blues Creek Ravine,
an event to introduce the public to this beautiful property and raise funds for
management. More than 100 people turned out on a brisk autumn morning to
take guided walks of the property and sip hot apple cider. In total, we raised more
than $4000 to manage the 163-acre property. Shortly thereafter, ACT closed on
Blues Creek Ravine. Special thanks to the property owner, Mrs. Mildred Bryant,
for her vision and perseverance in bringing this project to a close. This
public/private partnership is an outstanding example of how ACT can effectively
leverage state and county dollars for land conservation, as we received a 100%
acquisition grant for the land from the Florida Communities Trust, valued at more
than $1.65 million.

In December 2002, ACT accepted donation of a gorgeous conservation easement
of over 450-acres, located west of Gainesville. ACT drafted the easement and
negotiated an endowment to make certain the easement is upheld in the future.

This easement will ensure that this property will remain in its scenic and = = e i
agricultural state forerer. Blues Creek Ravine at a Surficial Spring Seep
JEFF RIPPLE

While ACT was working on its primary mission of protecting our natural and

cultural resources, we were also working to strengthen ourselves organizationally. In September 2002, ACT was awarded a
Destination Enhancement Grant from the City of Gainesville to design a brochure and launch a website
(www.AlachuaConservationTrust.org). As we have had neither a professional brochure nor a website in our 15-year history we
were very excited! The purpose of the brochure and website are to promote natural and historic areas in and around Alachua
County, the protection of which was facilitated by ACT. Through the brochure and website we hope to raise awareness of our
natural and historic treasures and make the public aware that organizations like ACT exist to help protect them. We also received
a developmental grant from The Land Trust Alliance, our national umbrella organization.

On the personnel side, there have been many exciting developments as well. In late August 2002, ACT hired a new project
manager, Lauren Day. Lauren has worked in both the environmental and real estate fields and is very excited to be working in
land conservation. She brings an in-depth knowledge of real estate, experience with grassroots organization and enthusiasm for
conservation that are a tremendous asset to ACT. In October 2002 ACT opened a new office downtown, at 12 West University
Avenue, Suite 201 (above Steve’s Café Americain). ACT hosted a Wine & Cheese Mixer to celebrate the event, with more than
80 people attending. Feel free to stop by anytime and see what we’re up to!

What’s New in 20037

In 2003, ACT is working to acquire Fox Pond, 80 acres to the west of Blues Creck Ravine, adjacent to San Felasco State Park..
This property is part of the $2.8 million dollar grant from FCT that was awarded to ACT in 2001. In addition, ACT is working to
assist neighboring communities in taking advantage of programs like the Florida Communities Trust (FCT) and Alachua County
Forever. In so doing, we are helping them to implement their land conservation programs and maximizing the amount of state
dollars going towards land conservation in Alachua County. In January, Pegeen Hanrahan stepped down from serving as ACT’s
Executive Director, but stepped up to being on our Board of Directors. Pegeen now leads the Florida Conservation Alliance, a
new statewide League of Conservation Voters. We atre looking forward to hiring a new Executive Director soon.
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Tablc SPonsors for the 2003% Conscrvation 5tcwards Awards

The Board of Directors of the Florida Community Design Center

The Allen and Simons Families

Medical Manager Research & Development, Inc.

Silent Auction Donors for the 2003 (Conservation Stewards Awards

Eleanor Blair

Riley Blitch, Jr. Garden Gate Nursery
Brasington’s Trail Shop

Iris Burke

David Castine, Salon LaDiDa

John & Cheri Chambers, Celestial Wind
Celino Dimitroff

Donna Duckworth, Balmullo Farm

Burt Herrera

In the Garden: A Day Spa

Allison LeBaron

Mildred’s Big City Food

John Moran

Laura NeSmith

Nancy & Dave Newport
Neighborhood Nutrition Network

Paramount Grill

Dan Rountree, Micajah Arts
Arthur and Phyllis Saarinen

Spin Cycle

Patricia Starnes, Split Oak Stables
Matgaret Ross Tolbert
Thornebrook Gallery of Fine Arts
John Winn

2002 (ontributors to Alachua Conservation | rust

Thanks to all who helped make 2002 a successful year by contributing to ACT.
This list represents only those donors who gave permission to use their names as supporters. Volunteers are marked (*).

Contributions less than 8100
Janet Allen

Betty Attie

Dotis Bardon

Anne Barkdoll*

Melanie Barr

Patricia Bigelow

Holly Bluementhal

Melinda Boudah

Sheri Boyd

Emily Browne

Cheri & Cheri Chambers
Brent & Holly Christensen
Mautreen Clancy

Martha Davis

Diane Dimperio

Kerry Dowd & John Barrow
Donna Duckworth

Lorelei Esser & Jennfier Lindquist
Charles W. Floyd

Patty Getford & Tammy Briar
Jody & Sharon Gilbert

Kate Glennon

Jordan & Don Goodman
Mary T. Green

Martin & Barbara Gundersen
Irma Harris

Nancye Henkle-McPeek & Robert McPeek
James D. Hirsch

Christy Horsburgh

Suzanee & Clyde Kiker

Sally Kimberly

Rose Koenig

Shirley Lasseter

Earline & Tim Luhrman
Marty Mesh

Rosie & Tom Mirti

Gwen Moen

David “Mo” Motris

E. Lynn Mosura-Bliss

David O’Keefe
Mark Oliveri

Fritzi Olson

Peter Polshek
Elizabeth Pooley
Jon & Julia Reiskind
Goldie Schwartz
Debra Segal

Jeff D. Shamis
Celeste Shitama
Erick D. Smith
Cindy Smith

Billie Staff

Sharlynn Sweeney
Stephen Taranto & Clea Paz
Jape Taylor

Marilyn Tubb
Hanke Vanderwel
Steven Vann & Krisanne Russell-Vann
Sandra Vardaman
Stuart Wegener
David Welch

Judith Wilson
Chatlotte Yates
Pamela Zaber

Contributions Between $100 & §250
Dwight Adams

John Alexander

Tom Ankersen

Ed Barone

Mary Blake

Rebecca Brown

Michael V. Bowie

Harvey Budd & Illene Silverman-Budd
Adrienne Burgess

Iris Burke & Bruce Delaney

Mike Byerly

Ruth Cantwell

Ralph Cellon

David & Susan Coffey

John & Cheri Chambers

Robert M. Craig & Virginia B. Craig
Linda B. Crider

Beth Davis

Arthur & Dana Day

Kathy & David Dilcher

Alisun Donovan

Maria Huff Edwards

Mary & Jimmy Feiber

Alyson Flournoy

Gale C. Ford & Virginia P. Ford
Nat & Faye Frazer

Karen & Robert Garren

Doria Gordon & Dwight DeVane
Gary & Ann Grooms

Robert & Elayna Guettiere

Richard Hamann*

Pegeen Hanrahan*

Robert & Mary Ellen Hanrahan*
Phyllis Hansen

Doug Hornbeck

Stephen Johnson

Jones Edmunds & Associates, Inc.
Hendrick J. Monkhorst & Alka Velenik
Robert Hutchinson & Meg Neiderhofer
Susan Jacobson & Jeff Hardesty
John & Susanna James

Lucian & Suzanna Kragiel

Regina Kramel

Gladys Lane

Nancy Lassester & Ewen Thompson

Contributions Between $100 &> §250

cont’d

Murrary Laurie

Paul Lyrene

Tony Malone

Suzy & Mick Marino
Rod McGalliard




John J. McRitchie & Regina B. Kramel
Gary & Nancy Meffe

David Menet & Amanda Bliss

Davdi & Susan Mikolaitis

Judith & Winston Nagan

Peter, Laura, Julienne & Carlotta NeSmith
Jessica Nielsen

Dave Newport

Missy Norman

Alex Patton

Lee Pinkoson

David Pokorney

Linda Pollini

Randall & Connie Reid

Dr. Alfred A. Ring

Tamara & David Robbins
Stephen & Julie Robitaille
Barry Rutenberg

Bob & Erika Simons

Dan Smith

William & Esther Smith-Vaniz
Kirk Stage & Kate Walker
Ruth Steiner

Willy & Kelly TheLosen
Terry Van Nortwick
Susan Wright

Contributions Between $250 > $500

Josh Dickinson
Michael Drummond

John Mahon, PhD
Warren & Winnie Neilsen
Arthtu & Phyllis Saarinen
Tom Staley & Fay Baird
Water & Air Reseach, Inc.

Contributions over $1,000

Kathy Cantwell M.D.

Gladys Coffrin

Jelks Family Foundation*

Winn Foundation Trust*

The Land Trust Alliance Southeast Land
Trust Matching Grants Program

Grassroots Supporters (§25-899)
Walter & Jacky Gardner

Mary T. Green

Freddie & Peggy Johnson

Wes & Nancy Corbett

Donna Duckworth

Murray Laurie

Claire Marcussen

Willy & Kelly TheLosen

Sherri Boyd

Courtland & Marian Collier

Lorna Craven

Art & Dana Day

Sarah Bingham & Joshua C. Dickinson
David & Kathy Dilcher

F. Leon & A. Jayne Fox Trustees
Laurel Freman

Crystal Goodison

Chuck Klice & Paula Guerrein
Karl & Kikumi Gugel

Beverly A. Harrison

Alexandra Holecek

Regina Kramel & John McRichie
Rob LivingstonWarren & Winnie Nielsen
Brent Gila & Melissa Norman
Maura & Charles Pederson

David R. Pokorney

Jon & Julia Reiskind

Goldie Schwartz

Jeff & Diana Shamis

Gordon & Ruth StreibAudrey & Jape Taylor

Our Mission

The mission of Alachua Conservation Trust is to protect the natural, bhistoric, scenic
and recreational resources in and around Alachua County, Florida. Land protection
is promoted through purchase, donation, conservation easement, and public advocacy.
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Sandra Vardaman
Von Fraser

Denise Prodigo-Herrmann & Matt Herrmann

Pam Zaber

Christy McCain

Chuck & Kelly Jacoby

Brad Guy & Lauri Triuzi

David Petty & Tara Boonstra
Robert & Virginia Craig

George & Leonora Edwards
Roberta Gastmeyer & Timothy Flanagan
Allison Gerencser

Jack & Marjorie Hauptman

Ann Gill & Katen Johnson

Ewen Thompson & Nancy Lasseter
David, Susan & Harold Mikolaitis
Ryan Morrell

Lee Pinkoson

Thomas Ridgik

John Schert

Kinnon & Laura Thomas

Susie Lyons

Dr. Patrick Carmichael

Magnolia Supporters (§100-§249)
Joan & Dwight Adams

Sally Adkins & Patrick Burger
Pegeen Hanrahan

Carol & James Higman

Founding Friends of Blues Creek Ravine

Jeffrey Hardesty & Susan Jacobson
Robert & Judith Kendall
Carlotta NeSmith

Peter NeSmith & the Ride Club
Trisha Biggers Peterson

Barry & Kristen Rutenberg
Glenn & Celeste Shitama

Rod & Deidra Smith

Terry Zinn

James, D.A. & Steven Fosser
Nat & Faye Frazer

Robert & Mary Ellen Hanrahan
David & Susan Coffey

David, Christina & Eric Flagg
Lucian & Suzanne Kraigel

Mark Stowe

Susan Mastin & Richard R. Allen

Longleaf Supporters (§250- §499)
John K. Mahon, PhD.

Gary & Laura McGill

Michael Drummond

Live Oak Supporters (8500 and up)
Mildred Bryant & Family
(sold land for less than market value)

ACT extends a special thanks to volunteers
Gracy (astine, Dana Dag, Alex [Holecek,
Doug Hornbeck, Robert Hutcl’xinson, Tony
Malone, H‘)g”is Saarinen, Jason Tcisingcr, | isa
Cowart, and Steve Williams. T heir assistance
was crucial in Plarming this event and other recent

Projects. T hanks also to musical guests The
Weeds of | den.
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