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ACT: FACTS AT A GLANCE
•	 Created in 1988 as non-profit land trust
•	 Nominated for protection over 50,000 acres
•	 Directly participated in the purchase of 16,800 acres
•	 Currently owns 2200 acres, 3 historic buildings
•	 Perpetual conservation easements on more than 2700 acres
•	 Active land conservation projects in 7 counties of north central Florida
•	 Successfully led 4 public referenda, 2 for funding $60 million, and  

2 for creating Registry of Protected Public Places
•	 Over 500 active supporters who contribute at least once every 2 years
•	 Over 2000 volunteer and community service  hrs. in the past 12 months
•	 1 of only 4 nationally accredited land trusts in Florida
•	 Achieved 100% Board membership with Land Trust Alliance (3rd year)

MYSTIC Springs by John Moran



Sept. 29, 2012
“Reptiles & Amphibians of Florida”- Walk led by 
Brian Block at Prairie Creek Preserve.

Oct. 2, 2012
Free Speech Forum- Talk by Bob Knight at Para-
mount Hotel.  Learn more on page 3.

Oct. 6, 2012
“Herbs of Florida”- Walk led by Susan Marynowski 
at Prairie Creek Preserve.

Oct. 7, 2012
“Nature Adventure & Journaling”- Earth Scout 
outing led by Sandi Block at Prairie Creek Lodge.

Oct. 12, 2012
OKTOBERFEST- Prairie Creek Lodge.  Learn more 
at right.

Oct. 17 & 18, 2012
TLC- “Tremendous Trees”  Learn more on page 9.

Oct. 21, 2012
SANDHILL STAGE CONCERT- Jacob Johnson with 
Sam Pacetti

Oct. 27, 2012
“Intro to Tai Chi & Qigong”- Class led by Danielle 
Mastrogiavanni at Prairie Creek Lodge.

Oct. 28, 2012
PCCC Remembrance Day- Prairie Creek Lodge.  
Learn more at right.

Nov. 4, 2012
SANDHILL STAGE CONCERT- The Erasables

Nov. 7, 2012
“Birding Abroad”- Group presentation led by 
Adam Kent & Chris Burney.

Nov. 11, 2012
“Intro to Natural Burial & Prairie Creek Cem-
etary”- Freddie Johnson at Prairie Creek Lodge.

Nov. 14 & 15, 2012
TLC- “Things that Go Bump in the Night”  Learn 
more on page 9.

Nov. 16, 2012
SANDHILL STAGE CONCERT- Jim Hurst

Nov. 17, 2012
“Fall Birding”- Walk led by Ivor Kincaide & Chris 
Burney, location TBA.

Dec. 2, 2012
SANDHILL STAGE CONCERT- Pierce Pettis

Dec. 12 & 13, 2012
TLC- “Winter in the Wild”  Learn more on page 9

Jan. 13, 2013
SANDHILL STAGE CONCERT- Joe Crookston

Jan. 24, 2013
SANDHILL STAGE CONCERT- Lisa Aschmann & 
David Roth

Feb. 8, 2013
SANDHILL STAGE CONCERT- Cosy Sheridan

Info about these events can be found on ACT’s 
website: www.AlachuaConservationTrust.org

UPCOMING EVENTS

Join Alachua Conservation Trust 
and Civic Media Center as we celebrate 
our 3rd annual Oktoberfest on Friday, 
October 12th starting at 5:30 p.m.  Once 
again, we will have plenty of your favor-
ite locally brewed beverage, traditional 
German food, and music.  The best 
fraulein outfit and best lederhosen (or 
other traditional Bavarian wardrobe) will 
win a valuable prize! Glasses (ACT mugs) 
will be provided with your $15 donation.  
Oktoberfest will be at the Prairie Creek 
Lodge, 7204 SE CR 234 – for informa-
tion or directions call (352) 373-1078.
	

OKTOBERFEST
October 12, 2012
Prairie Creek Lodge
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PRAIRIE CREEK CONSERVATION CEMETERY REMEMBRANCE DAY
October 28, 2012
Prairie Creek Lodge

Featured Events:

Prairie Creek Conservation Cemetery has been in operation for just over two years, 
during which nearly fifty people and pets have been interred.  As Florida’s second “green” 
cemetery, it has been recognized with the highest level of certification by the interna-
tional Green Burial Council.

On Sunday, October 28th, our second annual “Remembrance Day” will be held at 
the cemetery and Prairie Creek Lodge.  This is an opportunity for friends and family to 
gather to commemorate their loved ones, and for people who are interested in the cem-
etery or natural burial options to find out more.  Tours of the cemetery will be provided, 
and there will be refreshments and music.

Representatives from Final Friends will also be available to answer questions.  This 
local community group of volunteers advise people on how to conduct “home funerals” 
including completing official paperwork, preparation of the body, and transport to the 
cemetery.  Home funerals are a legal, affordable, and participatory choice, once com-
monplace in this country, that are seeing a resurgence of interest.

For more information about the schedule of Remembrance Day events, or to indi-
cate your own Final Burial Wishes, or to discover answers to your questions about natu-
ral burial, please visit: www.ConservationBurialinc.org or call (352) 317-7307.
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You know what they say about the weather in Flor-
ida… give it a minute to change!  And oh, has it!  Since 
the beginning of summer, our region has received over 25 
inches of rainfall that has not only alleviated our drought, 
but exposed leaks in the roof of Historic Haile Home-
stead- and lots of them.  Although, the damage so far 
has been minimal, the potential for further, more serious 
harm is real, particularly to the historically unique “Talk-
ing Walls”.  Therefore, the roof must be replaced as soon 
as possible since the entire structure is currently huddled 
underneath a layer of tarps that only provide temporary 
protection.

Alachua Conservation Trust (ACT) and Historic 

Haile Homestead, Inc. (HHH) have explored what op-
tions make sense to replace the structure’s current shake-
shingle roof, and have determined the total cost will be 
around $50,000.  To help pay for this project, ACT has 
initiated a “RAISE THE (RE)ROOF CAMPAIGN”, and 
are hoping to raise at least $25,000. 

If you would like to support preservation of one of 
Alachua County’s oldest and most historically significant 
structures – one visited by thousands each year – please 
send your contribution to ACT by mail, or visit our web-
site at www.AlachuaConservationTrust.org, and click on 
the “Make A Contribution” tab to donate by credit card – 
and put “HHH” in the Comments box.

RAISE THE (RE)ROOF AT HISTORIC HAILE HOMESTEAD
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AC T Launches new website

On October 1st, ACT’s website will 
have a new look.  Aside from the new 
layout, the website will have many new re-
sources to help you explore our properties, 
learn about upcoming events, and get more 
involved with ACT.    

Visit
WWW.ALACHUACONSERVATIONTRUST.ORG



Dr. Robert Knight is the featured speaker at the Flor-
ida Free Speech Forum for a speech titled “The Arithmetic 
of Florida’s Water”.  His talk is on October 8th, 2012, and 
Alachua Conservation Trust is sponsoring this important 
address to encourage our supporters to attend.

Dr. Knight is the director of the H.T. Odum Florida 
Springs Institute which seeks to improve the understand-
ing of springs ecology, develop science-based education, 
and the management needed to restore and protect Flor-
ida’s springs.  He is a renowned researcher and engineer, 
working for decades on ecological solutions to wetlands 
and hydrological problems.  In his semi-retirement, he 
has become Florida’s foremost spokesperson for our iconic 
springs.

The Florida Free Speech Forum is the state’s oldest 
bastion of free speech.  Their monthly programs are at the 
Paramount Hotel south of Gainesville, and begin at 11:30 
am.  Programs are free and open to the public, however 
luncheons are available for $19 if you make your reser-
vation by October 3rd.  To make reservations for lunch, 
please call (352) 335-3938 and leave your name and that 
of anyone who is accompanying you.
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SPRINGS 
ETERNAL
Florida’s Fragile Fountains of 
Youth – Environmental Education 
through Visual Imagery

Free speech forum talk by bob knight

1 Dr. Robert Knight of the H.T. Odum Florida Springs Institute
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On the eve of the 500th anniversary of Ponce de 
Leon’s arrival in Florida and his search for the mythic 
Fountain of Youth, the disheartening reality is that our 
State’s springs are now very much imperiled—due to pol-
lution, neglect, and the groundwater demands of a thirsty 
populace.  Some springs have stopped flowing and many 
are choked with algae, their blue waters turning murky 
and green.  Once a source of awe, our springs are now a 
source of deep concern and their future is unclear.

Springs Eternal: Florida’s Fragile Fountains of 
Youth is a visually-delivered environmental education 
project that will assemble springs-related photographs 

from renowned local photographer John Moran’s personal 
collection, current work, and state historical archives in a 
compelling “then-and-now” narrative of the changes many 
of us have already recognized.  John’s belief is that expo-
sure to such dramatic imagery will inspire the community 
as a whole to rethink, re-envision, and actively engage with 
the future of our springs and our state.

The Springs Eternal project – sponsored by Alachua 
Conservation Trust - consists of three parts: 

A.	 Core - a Florida Museum of Natural History exhibit 
set for debut in the Spring of 2013

B.	 Event, the Urban Aquifer - a mobile public art proj-
ect utilizing RTS buses as mobile billboards; and 

C.	 Legacy - an ongoing springs-related education & 
information website. 

Artistic contributors to this project include Moran, Lesley 
Gamble, and Rick Kilby - all with the goal of publiciz-
ing the plight of and inspiring solutions to the declining 
health of our fresh-water springs.

If you would like to learn more about Springs Eternal 
and how you can help make it a successful reality, visit the 
Springs Eternal page on ACT’s website, or else visit John 
Moran’s website at www.johnmoranphoto.com.

SPRINGS ETERNAL: Florida’s Fragile Fountains of Youth – Environmental 
Education through Visual Imagery

Ichetucknee Springs: 
Then & Now
I have stood on the banks of 
the Ichetucknee and I have 
grieved for my loss - our 
loss - as I consider with each 
passing year that my collec-
tion of springs photographs 
seems less a reflection of the 
real Florida than a catalog 
of what once was.

- John Moran

1995 2006

1 Photographs made by John 
Moran: (right) both photos taken 
at the identical location (Devil’s Eye 
Spring) at Ichetucknee Springs State 
Park, Florida, in 1995 and 2006;  
(top) Ginnie Springs;  (left) Cypress 
Springs.



Florida has a proud legacy of conserving the water 
quality of our lakes, rivers, and springs and acquiring 
lands necessary to protect drinking water sources that has 
historically transcended party politics.  For the past four 
decades every Governor, including Governors Graham, 
Martinez, Chiles, Bush, and Crist, has made it a priority.  
Thanks to their leadership, popular programs like Florida 
Forever and its predecessor Preservation 2000 have suc-
cessfully protected over 2.4 million acres of critical water 
resources, natural areas, wildlife habitat, parks, greenways, 
and trails throughout Florida.

Yet since 2009, funding for the Florida Forever 
program has been essentially eliminated, being slashed by 
97.5 percent. This year the legislature allocated only $8.5 
million to protect important water protection areas and 
conservation lands.  Compared to the state budget of $60 
billion, that means that for every dollar the state spends 
in 2012, less than two-hundredths of a penny went to the 
Florida Forever program.  That’s less than $1 for every 
Floridian.

An effort is now underway to restore Florida’s leader-
ship on water and land conservation.  Florida’s Water and 
Land Legacy, a coalition of the state’s leading conservation 
organizations including Alachua Conservation Trust, The 
Trust for Public Land, Audubon Florida, Florida Wildlife 
Federation, Sierra Club and many others, has launched a 
campaign to place the Florida Water and Land Conserva-
tion Amendment on the November 2014 ballot.

 Through a constitutional amendment, Floridians can 
assure that adequate funding is dedicated solely to restor-
ing critical natural areas, like the Everglades, and pro-
tecting Florida’s magnificent waters and lands for future 

generations. We understand the value of clean and abun-
dant water for people and wildlife, and cherish the natural 
areas that make Florida special. That’s why the amendment 
would ensure that these values have a place in our state’s 
constitution.

For decades, the documentary stamp tax (a fee on 
real estate transactions) has been assessed in Florida to 
pay for important programs including land conservation 
and affordable housing.  Through a state constitutional 
amendment one-third of the existing “Doc stamps” would 
be directed to fund water and land conservation, manage-
ment, and restoration, providing an estimated $5 billion 
for conservation in Florida over the next ten years and $10 
billion over the twenty-year life of the amendment.  This is 
our best hope to create a stable and long-term funding for 
conservation and restoration. 

With almost 2 million acres of important water pro-
tection areas, beaches, springs and other vital natural areas 
that remain vulnerable to unwise development decisions 
and deep funding cuts, this amendment is our best hope 
to create a stable and long-term funding for conservation 
and restoration.  It will take one million signatures to 
place the amendment on the ballot. To meet this chal-
lenge, we will need an army of volunteers throughout the 
state gathering signatures in their community.  Join the 
campaign and get involved by signing up to volunteer at 
www.FloridaWaterLandLegacy.org/volunteer.  

To learn more about Florida’s Water and Land Legacy 
campaign visit www.FloridaWaterLandLegacy.org 
and ‘like” them on Facebook.
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FLORIDA WATER AND Land LEGACY: Amendment to Protec t Florida’s Most 
Cherished Waters and Natural Areas

PHOTO: JOHN MORAN



New!  SANTE FE RIVER Preserve
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This September, Alachua Conservation Trust com-
pleted the purchase of 96 acres on the banks of the Santa 
Fe River near Worthington Springs, including 8 miles of 
abandoned rail corridor.  The land includes high bluffs 
along the banks of this river and an interesting tangle of 
floodplain forest where the New River converges with the 
Santa Fe.

 The project is another great public-private partner-
ship, with two-thirds of the funding from Florida Com-
munities Trust, and one-third being donated by two 
family foundations.  The trail will be named the “Luther 
Columbus Gracy and Margaret Stephens Gracy Trail”, and 
will eventually connect the City of Alachua with the City 
of Lake Butler.  The land was purchased from Gainesville 
Regional Utilities (GRU), which had originally acquired 
the property two decades ago for a rail spur that was never 
built.

ACT will begin immediately to develop hiking trails, 
an overlook, and other amenities on the Santa Fe River 
Preserve property.  We will be soliciting funds for the en-
gineering and bid documents for the development of the 
bike trail, the entire length of which is expected to be 17 
miles. The paving of this bike trail is expected to require 
both public and private funds to complete.  ACT has es-
tablished an initial endowment of $90,000 for this project, 
which we hope to increase ten-fold to pay for its perpetual 
maintenance once fully developed.

We anticipate an opening of the nature preserve in 
time for the early spring bloom of wild azaleas and rain 
lilies, which abound on the banks.  There are also large 
birch trees, cypresses, and gums in the bottomlands, and 
a ridge of live oaks and pines in the uplands with lots of 

sparkleberry in the understory.  Bears frequent the river 
corridor, and there is a rare and endangered mussel in this 
watershed.

The project would not have been possible without the 
support of the 1923 Fund (thank you Sam Goforth, Mary 
Ann Cofrin, and the entire board), and Paul Huisking of 
the Huisking Foundation.  We especially thank the staff of 
Florida Communities Trust:  Ken Reecy, Grant Gelhardt, 
Delbert Harvey, and Kristin Coons for bringing this to 
fruition through many twists and turns; and to the staff of 
GRU, especially Ann Mullins, for their patience.  Hutch 
conceived the project a decade ago and has worked on it 
ever since, Julieanne Tabone wrote the original grant pro-
posal, Liz Binford did much of the mapping and amend-
ments, Ivor Kincaide completed the negotiations with 
adjacent landowners, and Melissa Murphy sorted out the 
title work – thank you to a great team!

1 Santa Fe River Preserve (A)

A

SR-121
Union County

Bradford County

Alachua County

1 Bluffs overlooking the Sante Fe River
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$50,000+
Anonymous  •  Anonymous

$10,000-$49,999
Bryson Foundation  •  Gladys Cofrin Fund at GCF  •  Ian Kress  •  Pamphalon Foundation  •  Tom Walker

$5,000-$9,999
Forrest S. Crawford & Sally Foote  •  Hogtown Brewers, Inc.  •  McGregor Smith Foundation 

$1,000-$4,999
Alachua Audubon Society  •  Anonymous  •  Alison Blakeslee & Rick Fisher  •  Brasington’s Adventure Outfitters  •  The Conservation Fund  •  Polly & Paul Doughty  •  Fine, 
Farkash & Parlapiano  •  Florida Defenders of the Environment  •  Trey Greer & Christine Housel  •  Jonathan Hamilton & Donna Mohr  •  Carmen Harris  •  Edward & Marilyn 
Hutchinson  •  Jelks Family Foundation  •  Karen Johnson & Ann Gill  •  Kosman Foundation  •  Gladys Lane  •  Joseph & Lucille Little  •  Mayme Tyner Charitable Fund  •  Ken & 
Linda McGurn  •  Alan & Cathy Parlapiano  •  Plum Creek  •  Susan & Robert Rout  •  Bob & Jennifer Rowe  •  Salter, Feiber, Murphy, Hutson & Menet  •  Satchel’s Pizza  •  Irvin 
Stone 

$500-$999
Staiger-Barichivich Family  •  Jim & Sibet Grantham  •  Michael Binford  •  Bill Bryson  •  Von Fraser  •  Peter Fredrick & Marilyn Spalding  •   Friends of Little Orange Creek  •  
Lisa & Peter Gearen  •  Colin Hood & John Bender  •  Micanopy Animal Hospital  •  PREIT  •  Sara & Warren Rice  •  Layla & Ari Ruffino  •  Winnie Ruffino  •  Nicole Sands  •  Allen 
& Debra Skinner  •  John W. & Judy Collins Stark  •  Tim Strauser  •  John & Eleanor Thrasher

$100-$499
Bob Ackerman  •  Rena & Jack Ackley  •  Jane Adair & Albert Matheny  •  Dwight & Joan Adams  •  James & Wendy Alexander  •  Mary Alford  •  Sherri Boyd & Eric Amundson  
•  Eric Anderson  •  Bill & Dodie Andrews  •  Animal Connection-Lynn Peck  •  Atlas Screen Printing  •  Fay Baird & Tom Staley  •  Anne Barkdoll  •  Paula Barrett  •  Kerry Dowd 
& John Barrow  •  Walter & Pamela Barry  •  Carl & Mary Bennett  •  Robert & Georgia Bertcher  •  Sara Bertrand  •  Michael Binford  •  Chris & Suzanne Bird  •  William Black  
•  David Bloomquist  •  Tara Boonstra & David Petty  •  Rob Brinkman  •  Judith Broward  •  David & Carolyn Brown  •  Ramesh & Kristin Buch  •  Mark Burlingame  •  Mike & 
Busy Byerly  •  Hugh & Jean Calderwood  •  Vince Cambrea  •  Martha Campbell Thompson  •  Fred & Linda Cantrell  •  Linda Carlile  •  Mike & Gracy Castine  •  David & Diana 
Castine  •  Lee Catledge Jr.  •    Donald & Cecilia Caton  •  Nico Cellinese  •  James Channell & Dorota Haman  •  David & Susan Coffey  •  Matthew Cohen  •  Roxanne Conrow

Alachua Conservation Trust thanks our many supporters whose contributions continue to make possible the protection of 
North Florida’s special places.

2012 Corporate Sponsors

Live 
Oak

Longleaf
Pine

Cypress

Magnolia
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$100-$499 (continued) 
Alan Cooke  •  Edward & Sheila Crapo  •  Elaine Cronheim  •  Matthew Daley  •  Jib Davidson  •  Lauren Day  •  Jane Ann Day  •  Bruce & Paula DeLaney  •  Nancy Deren  •  Cathy 
DeWitt & Rob Rothschild  •  Sally & Josh Dickinson  •  R. P. Duncan  •   Betty Dunckel  •  James & Nancy Eckert  •  Lisa Elgard  •  Joni Ellis  •  Sara & K.M. Eoff  •  Equitax  •  Chris 
Eubank  •  John & Katherine Ewel  •  Gregory Farris  •  Robert Fisher  •  Megan Forbes  •  Claude & Sarah Fouse  •  Larry & Jane Fowler  •  Carolyn Frederick  •  John Freund  •  
Paula Fussell  •  Gay & Lesbian Fund of Vermont  •  Rae Marie & Bill Gilbert  •  Melissa Glikes  •  Harvey Goldstein  •  Amy Goodden  •  Don & Jordan Goodman  •  Doria Gordon  
•  Barbara Gundersen  •  Ronald & Janet Haase  •  Dolly & Gwen Haertling  •  Richard Hamann  •  Pegeen Hanrahan & Tony Malone  •  Scott & Jane Hargrave  •  Darrell Hartman  
•  W. Thomas Hawkins  •  Gary Lee Heil  •  Drue Henrikson  •  Thomas Hewett  •  Richard & Jane Hiers  •  Beverly Hill  •  Lesa Holder  •  Lacy Holtzworth  •  Sid & Norma Homan  
•  Sarah Jean Hood  •  Christopher Hoover  •  Marjorie Ann Hoy  •  Doug Hutchinson  •  Kori Irwin  •  Susan Jacobson & Jeffrey Hardesty  •  Howard & Lisa Jelks  •  Lewis & Ruth 
Johns  •  Edward & Carole Johnson  •  Jones, Edmunds & Associates, Inc.  •  Thomas Kay  •  Dr. William Kem  •  Kestrel Ecological Services  •  Ivor Kincaide  •  John King  •  Steven 
Kirn  •  Paul & Leslie Klein  •  John Krigbaum  •  George Kuck  •  Angel Kwolek-Folland  •  Philip Laipis  •  Cheryl Lamay  •  Mary Landsman  •  Lucille Lane  •  Linda Lane  •  Gladys 
Lane  •  Nancy Lasseter  •  Kate Lee  •  Erik Lewis  •  Jill Lingard  •  Craig Lowe  •  Paul Lyrne & Irma Harris  •  Bruce MacFadden  •  Darcie Macmahon  •  John K. III & Mary Elaine 
Mahon  •  Allan March  •  David  Maren & Nita Garland  •  Marie Martin  •  Tim Martin  •  Calvin Martin  •  Susan Marynowski  •  Jeanna Mastrodicasa  •  Linda McCollum-Brounley  
•  Martin James McMahon Jr.  •   John McPherson, PA  •  Ken Meyer  •  Michael Mironack  •   Deanne Moler  •  Hendrik Monkhorst & Alka Velenik  •  Donald Munroe  •  Barbara & 
Bud Muschlitz  •  Jane & Rick Nesbit  •  Carlotta NeSmith  •  Linda & Leo Nico  •  Meg Niederhofer  •  Warren & Winnie Nielsen  •  Susan Nugent  •  Linda Palmer  •  Trey Palmer  
•  Eric Parker  •  Michael Perfit  •  David & JoLaine Pokorney  •  John Powell Jr.  •    Anna Prizzia  •    Jack Putz & Claudia Romero  •  Michelle Rau  •  Roger Reep  •    Lawrene 
Reeves  •  Randy & Connie Reid  •  Jon & Julia Reiskind  •  Jennifer Rex  •  Wendy Richards  •  Mark Andrew Robinson  •  Stephen Robitaille & Julie Warmke  •  Georgia Rolfe  
•  Philip Roy  •  Eileen & Russell Roy  •  Arthur & Phyllis Saarinen  •  Santa Fe Lake Dwellers Association  •  Carol & James Sarisky  •  Brian & Erin Scarborough  •  Debra Segal 
& Bob Knight  •  Angeline Sellung  •  Beverly Sensbach  •   Graig Shaak  •  Amanda Shaw  •  Kathleen Shiverick  •  Steven & Jeanne Singer  •  Ruth Lorraine Steiner  •  Johnny 
Stowe & Lori Blanc  •  Barbara Stringfellow  •  Sustainable Design Group  •  John & Dihn Swanson  •  William Swanson  •  Suza Talbot  •  Willy The Losen  •  Ellen Thomas & Brad 
Stith  •  Gregory & Louise Tracey  •  Sam Trickey & Cynthia Karle  •  Linda Van Leer  •  Ana Varela  •  Andrew & Susan Vince  •  David & Barbara Wagner  •  Dixon & Joyce Walker  •  
Stephen Walsh  •  DW Watkins  •  Adam Wendling  •  Frederick Wetterqvist  •  Wes Wheeler  •  Paul & Marihelen Wheeler  •  Ashley & Sara Wood  •  Michael Wright  •  Bill Zegel

$1-$99
Marjorie Alexander  •  Rick Allen  •  Mary Saxe Aplin  •  Susan Block  •  Linda Blondheim  •  Dean Bolt  •  William Bow  •  Linda Boyles  •  Jennifer Brown  •      B.J. Bukata & 
Eliana Bardi  •  Sandra Burney  •  Patricia Butcher  •  Patricia Carney  •  Case Light Studio  •  Lana Cheshire  •  Monica Cooper  •  Tracey Copeland  •  Krin Cosner  •  Bryan Cotter  
•  Charles Courtney III  •  Betsy Creveling  •  Linda Crider  •  Elaine Cronheim  •  Christine D. Yip  •  Paul & Lera Davenport  •  Jody & Suellen Davis  •  Ross & Ruth Dealy  •  Paul & 
Margo Duncan  •  William Dunk  •  Mary Lou & Donald Eitzman  •  Ms. Jane Elise Ellis  •  David M. Evans  •  Sarah Fazenbaker  •  Bill & Pamela Feaster  •  Rebecca Fickett  •  Vivian 
Filer  •  Julie Flasher  •  Florida Trail Assn.  •  Gale Ford  •  Forlora  •  Frederick & Mary Fosher  •  Carolyne Freeman  •  Lissa Friedman  •  Michael Gannon & Genevieve Haugen  •  
Timothy & Lisa Gant  •  David & Judy Gold  •  GoodSearch  •  George & Carol Goodwin  •  Jeff Grater  •  Alex & Freda Green  •  Jennifer Greenwood  •  April Griffin  •  Dale Gunnoe  
•  Rebecca Hall  •  Doris Harvey  •  Susanne Hesse & Douglas Dyer  •  Sharon Hiemenz  •  Judith Hirsch  •  Tom Hoctor  •  Michael & Lorraine Hoctor  •  William Houde & Linda 
Boyles  •  Melanie House  •  Martha Housel  •  James Andrew Howard  •  Roy Hunt  •  Renato Inserra & Julia Meredith  •  Nancy Jackson  •  Freddie & Peggy Johnson  •  Sandra 
Jones  •  Dr. Linda Jones  •  Kristin Joos  •  Sara Keith  •   Robert Kilpatrick  •  Mary Kitchens  •  Barbara Klein  •  Kami Landy  •  Michelle Lazerte  •  Lynn Lefebvre  •  Becky Legate  
•  Charles & Alexis Levy  •  Julie Levy  •  Dina Liebowitz  •  Nancy Loeper  •  Henry Loescher  •  Charlotte Loomis  •  Tia Ma  •  Michael Manion & Monica Mulhern  •  Elizabeth 
Mann  •  Wayne Mason  •  Milliam & Marcia McCoy  •  Jessica McCune  •  Susan & Ray McGee  •  Gary McMillan  •  Robert McPeek & Nancye Henkle  •  Dennis Miranda  •  Mis-
sionfish  •  Heather Moore  •  Annie Morien  •  Sally Morrison  •  Lupe Moser  •  Sharon & Allan Moynihan  •  L.J. Murawski  •  Laurel Nesbit  •  Ellen & Bruce Nodine  •  Steven & 
Beverly Noll  •  Melissa Anne Norman  •  Elisabeth Odum  •  Dave O’Keefe  •  Kris Pagenkopf  •  David Pais  •  Michelle Park  •  Robert Pearce  •  Anna Peterson  •  Gary Phillips  
•  Margaret Anne Pierce  •  Linda Pollini  •  Elizabeth Pooley  •  Cheryl Porter  •  Robert Prather  •  Brian Quinn  •  Wilhelmina Rao  •  Alice Reakes  •  James & Ruth Reiser  •  
Leonard & Helene Rhine  •  Amy & Joe Richard  •  Bill Richards  •  Prissilla Rogers  •   Paula Russo  •  Richard & Nancy Scheaffer  •  Karen Schneider  •   Goldie Schwartz  •  Sea-
man. William  •  Elaine Sears  •  Randy Edward Settle  •  Harvey Shaw  •  David Shaw & Mary Sullivan  •  Edward Shea  •  Orit Shechtman  •  Valerie Shutterly  •  Sarah Simonis  
•  Dari Smith  •  Kathleen Sohar  •  MayaStanfield-Mazzi  •  Susan Stanton  •  Ruth Steiner  •  Thomas Stevens  •  JoAnn Strano  •  Elizabeth Sugalski  •  Jennifer Alynne Sykes  •  
Anna Tarrant  •  Janice Then  •  Fred Thompson  •  Grant & Susan Thrall  •  Ms. Kathleen Tillett  •  Judy Trotta  •  Anastasia Maria Ulanowicz  •  Michelle van Leer  •  Jennifer Vann  
•  Sidney Wade  •  Jeff Wade  •  Benny Walker  •  Sandra Watts Kennedy  •  Diane Weigle  •  James & Evelyn Weir  •  Penny Wheat  •  James Whitehead & Jean Cook  •  William 
Wildberger  •  Katherine Williams  •  Carol Willis  •  Ira Winarsky  •  Edward & Willa Wolcott  •  Floyd W. Wood  •  Margaret Zabinski  •  Malea & Paul Zwick  

On behalf of David F. Barber - Jane Willcox & Bobby Dyal
On behalf of Ryan Crowder - Randy & Connie Reid, Susan Jacobson & Jeff Hardesty
On behalf of Cecelia Furey - Mrs. Drue Hendrikson, Michael Gannon & Genevieve Haugen
On behalf of Tom Gorman - Dolly & Gwen Haertling
On behalf of Larry Harris - Johnny Stowe & Lori Blanc
On behalf of Ed Herb - Rena & Jack Ackley
On behalf of Helen Hood - Colin Hood & John Bender, Sarah Jean Hood

On behalf of Lois Kuck - George Kuck
On behalf of Warren Lane & Molly - Gladys Lane
On behalf of Bill Lure - Carlotta Nesmith
On behalf of Harold Nugent - Frederick & Mary Fosher
On behalf of Ted Shaw - Amanda Shaw
On behalf of Samual Talbot - Suza Talbot

MEMORIAM DONATIONS

University of Florida Campaign for Charities
Alachua Conservation Trust greatly appreciates the generous support provided by the University of 
Florida Campaign for Charities (UFCC).  Each year, the UFCC raises money for nonprofit orga-
nizations in Gainesville and surrounding areas.  The 2012 campaign kicks off soon- if you are a UF 
employee, please consider making Alachua Conservation Trust your charity this year.
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Recently, ACT conducted the last prescribed burn 
of the year- 19 acres of pine plantation at Prairie Creek 
Preserve.  Volunteers will soon be planting native grasses 
and longleaf pines to take advantage of the brief window 
following a burn when dense undergrowth is absent and 
these plants can flourish.  In two years, the burn will be 
repeated to give them another chance to spread and grow.  
The lessons learned here, reverting a pine plantation to na-
tive pineland, will soon be applied on a much larger scale 
at ACT’s new Little Orange Creek Preserve (see pg.10) in 
Hawthorne.  

In addition to restoration, there is considerable work 
ahead to make ACT’s new acquisitions available for public 
recreation (e.g. designing and building trails and park-
ing areas), particularly the rail trail from Alachua to Lake 
Butler.  Eventually, we hope to provide many new places 
in Alachua County for hiking, biking, riding horses, or 
simply relaxing under the shade of a big hickory tree- lis-
tening to the cicadas and songbirds signal another end to 
the summer.  We are looking forward to seeing you out 
there! 

 
 

LAND MANAGEMENT UPDATE

1 Prescribed burn at Prairie Creek Preserve

Over the last month, summer rains filled Tuscawilla 
Lake.  Alligators, frogs, and wading birds have returned 
to enrich Tuscawilla Learning Center’s beautiful outdoor 
classroom. TLC also has a new interpretive trail through 
the woods that ends with a vista of the lake.  This mean-
dering trail highlights the significant shifts in forest type 
and elevation along the Prairie’s margins. We are excited 
to put the trail to use as the learning center awakes from 
summer hibernation, and we begin TLC’s fall classes. 

We begin this fall with a tribute to the Tremendous 
Trees around us.  In October, children and families will 
come out to the glorious Tuscawilla Prairie in Micanopy 
for an introduction to our local forest.  They will be 
introduced to tree leaf vocabulary and try out their new 
knowledge playing such games as a leaf relay and leaf 
shape scavenger hunt.  By the end of this activity-filled day 
of crafts and exploration, the kids will have a whole new 
relationship with their tall neighbors, the trees. 

November will be an exciting time for the Tuscawilla 
Learning Center as we offer a brand new lesson… “Did 
you hear that? What was that sound?”  TLC’s November 
program will focus on Things that go Bump in the Night.  
As winter approaches and daylight hours shorten, we will 

explore the mysterious creatures that sleep while we play 
and forage while we dream.  Who are they and how do 
they do what they do?  Be prepared to put your imaginary 
night goggles on as we explore nature’s nightlife and the 
quiet-time chorus.

As the chill of North Central Florida’s December 
weather settles us cozily indoors, TLC will be exploring 
Winter in the Wild.  How do local plants and animals 
make it through the cold without a warm fire to sleep by?  
Children will learn about the different adaptations and 
behaviors that seasonal changes bring out in the best of us.  
Our outdoor learning space facilitates a deep connection 
with the environment that gets kids brainstorming, danc-
ing, and singing about winter in the wild.

Upcoming TLC program schedules are listed on 
ACT’s website: www.AlachuaConservationTrust.org, for 
more information, e-mail: TuscawillaLC@gmail.com or 
call (352) 466-0204.  Pre-registration is required. 
 
 

Tuscawilla Learning Center – It’s a Family Affair
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PRESERVE PROFILE: LITTLE ORANGE CREEK

Little Orange Creek Preserve (700 acres) is one of ACT’s 
newest acquisitions- the purchase was finalized earlier this spring 
using a grant from the North American Wetlands Conservation 
Act and Alachua County Forever.  

Eventually, the preserve will include a network of trails that 
connect with the City of Hawthorne’s Little Orange Creek Con-
servation and Historic Education Center (1200 acres), another 
relatively new park that was championed by the late Dr. Kathy 
Cantwell and the Putnam Land Conservancy.  

There is considerable work ahead to return these lands to a 
more natural state, and the management of the two properties 
will be closely coordinated between the various government and 
non-profit organizations involved.  Large parts of Little Orange 
Creek Preserve are basin swamp with a mix of cypress, tupelo, 
and red maple.  The uplands were historically a mix of sandhill 
and flatwoods that were steadily converted to pine plantations 
many years ago.  Restoration will involve thinning, prescribed 
burns, and replanting.  In addition, ACT is working with adja-
cent landowners and exploring the possibility of expanding the 
preserve in the near future.

The rich variety of habitats supports a wonderful diversity 
of plants and animals.  Bears regularly travel through the area, 
and have been photographed numerous times using trail cam-
eras.  Other large mammals include deer, coyotes, bobcats, and 
otters.  The freshwater marshes and swamps provide excellent 
habitat for many species of wading birds and other wetland-
dependent species.         
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1 Little Orange Creek Preserve (A) and Little Orange Creek Conser-
vation and Historic Education Center (B)
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ALACHUA CONSERVATION TRUST
7204 SE County Road 234
Gainesville, Florida 32641

A l a c h u a  C o n s e rvat i o n  T r u s t:  T h e  Na t u r a l  L e ad  e r

Since 1988, the mission of Alachua 
Conservation Trust (ACT) has been to protect 
the natural, historic, scenic, and recreational 
resources in and around Alachua County, 
Florida.  ACT protects land through purchase, 
donation, and conservation easement.

Alachua Conservation Trust’s charitable solicitation number 
is CH12693.  A copy of the official registration and financial 
information may be obtained from the Division of Consumer Services 
by calling toll-free (800) 435-7352.  Registration does not imply 
endorsement, approval, or recommendation by the State.

President- Trey Greer, Associate Director, University Writing Program - UF
Vice President- Pegeen Hanrahan, P.E., Environmental Consultant
Secretary- Alison Blakeslee, Private Investigator - Fisher & Blakeslee 
Treasurer- Mike Castine, AICP, Senior Planner - Alachua County Growth Management
Anne Barkdoll, Ph.D., Biologist - Florida Div. of Recreation & Parks
Bill Bryson, Publisher/Business Owner
Fred Cantrell, University Business Affairs - retired
Richard Hamann, J.D., Associate in Law, Ctr. for Gov’t Responsibility - UF
Nancy Jackson, Retired - Nationwide Insurance
Howard Jelks, Fish Biologist - U.S. Geological Survey
Laurel Nesbit, Project Manager  - Alta Systems
Peter NeSmith, Botanist - Water & Air Research, Inc.

Robert Hutchinson, Executive Director
Ivor Kincaide, Land Manager
Lesa Holder, Office Manager

Chris Burney, Project Manager
Al Hutchinson, Asst. Land Manager

ACT is a 501(c)3 non-profit charity and receives no government 
grants for general operating support; we rely on contributions from 
private individuals, corporations, and foundations.  Donations may be 
tax deductible, however ACT does not provide tax advice.

BoarD of Directors

staff

Resident Caretakers: Parker Titus & Erica Hernandez, Seaton & Star Tarrant, Jane “Weed” Roy

www.AlachuaConservationTrust.org 7204 SE County Road 234
Gainesville, FL 32641 (352) 373-1078 info@AlachuaConservationTrust.org


